
Maintenance Tips to Keep Your 
Solar Bollard Lights Bright All Year 
 
Keeping your outdoor lighting at peak performance begins with routine 
inspections and cleaning. Dust, pollen, leaves, and other debris can accumulate 
on the solar panel, reducing its ability to charge effectively. Set a schedule to wipe 
down the panels every couple of weeks using a damp cloth and mild soap if 
needed. While cleaning, check for any cracks or moisture buildup inside the light 
housing, which can signal a potential failure in the waterproof seal. 
 

 
 
Understand How Solar Bollard Lights Function 
 
In the second paragraph, it's important to understand the basics of how solar 
bollard lights work. These outdoor fixtures contain a small solar panel on the top 
that captures sunlight during the day and stores energy in a rechargeable 
battery. At dusk, a sensor triggers the LED light to turn on, using the stored 
power. Because they rely entirely on solar energy, their performance is directly 
tied to the cleanliness of the panel, the condition of the battery, and the 
availability of sunlight. Simple upkeep can significantly affect how long and how 
brightly they shine. 
 

https://www.truelumens.com/collections/bollard-solar-lights
https://www.truelumens.com/collections/bollard-solar-lights


Position for Optimal Sunlight 
 
Even the most efficient solar lighting system will underperform if it’s installed in a 
shaded area. Take note of where sunlight hits your property throughout the day 
and reposition lights if necessary. Trim overgrown branches or nearby shrubs that 
may cast shadows on the solar panels. If relocating the lights isn't an option, try 
adjusting their angle so they receive more direct sun exposure. 
 
Monitor Battery Life and Replace When Needed 
 
Batteries are a critical component of solar lighting systems and typically last 
between one to three years, depending on the quality and environmental 
conditions. If your lights begin to dim earlier in the evening or don’t last through 
the night, it could indicate that the battery is losing its ability to hold a charge. 
Most solar bollard lights use AA or AAA rechargeable batteries, which are 
relatively easy to replace. Always use the same type recommended by the 
manufacturer for the best results. 
 
Protect from Extreme Weather 
 
Though most solar lights are built for outdoor use, extreme conditions can take a 
toll. In areas with heavy snowfall or consistent rainfall, check to ensure that the 
lights aren’t being buried or flooded. Water damage and freezing temperatures 
can degrade components and reduce lifespan. During harsh winters, consider 
removing the lights temporarily or covering them with weather-resistant 
materials. 
 
Stay Ahead of Issues 
 
Finally, don’t wait for a problem to arise before taking action. Make a habit of 
walking through your garden or pathway once a week in the evening to see how 
well each light is performing. This proactive approach helps you catch early signs 
of malfunction and ensures that your property remains well-lit and safe 
year-round. 
 
Proper maintenance doesn’t have to be time-consuming or complex. With a few 
consistent habits and a little attention to detail, your solar lights will continue to 
provide reliable illumination, enhancing both the beauty and safety of your 
outdoor space. 
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